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Marina Salvador Gimeno, Lourdes García Ureña

Purpureus y su universo cromático.
Una propuesta metodológica para el estudio
de los términos de color en los textos latinos*

Abstract · Purpureus and its chromatic universe. A methodological proposal 
for the study of  colour terms in Latin texts · Purpureus is one of  the most 
used colour adjectives in Latin literature due to the diversity of  tones 
and nuances it encompasses. For this reason, it is difficult for the transla-
tor to determine the meaning of  the adjective in a specific text. To solve 
this difficulty, we present a methodology based on the concept of  co-
lour in antiquity, from which a series of  lexicographical requirements 
are derived (the study of  the coloured entity, the intimate relationship 
between colour and state, the polysemic nature of  colour terms) that are 
illuminated with the contributions of  cognitive linguistics. From its ap-
plication it appears that purpureus denotes one artificial and one natural 
colour. In the former case, purpureus applies to the cognitive domain of  
tissues and denotes both colour and type of  tissue. Given the complex 
dyeing process, it is impossible to determine the hue of  purpureus in a 
text, unless other colour adjectives appear to nuance it. On the other 
hand, when purpureus denotes a natural colour, it expresses colour and, 
in many cases, state. This is what happens when it is embodied in the do-
main of  the human body, plants, elements of  the firmament and waters 
where the colour also reflects health, modesty, freshness, turbulence. In 
the cognitive domain of  gemstones, colour determines essence. Finally, 
when purpureus is embodied in objects characterized by whiteness like 
snow, it denotes the intensity and luminosity of  colour.
Keywords · Colour ; purpureus ; purple ; cognitive linguistics ; polysemy.

Sommario · Purpureus è uno degli aggettivi indicanti colore più usati nel-
la letteratura latina, a causa della varietà di toni e sfumature che esso può 

Marina Salvador Gimeno : marisalv@ucm.es, Universidad Complutense de Ma-
drid, España · Lourdes García Ureña : lgarciau@ceu.es, Universidad ceu-San Pablo, 
Madrid, España.

* Este artículo forma parte de la investigación que desarrolla el grupo de investiga-
ción lecobi (G20/3-08) de la Universidad San Pablo-ceu y del proyecto de investiga-
ción identitario de la Universidad San Pablo-ceu  : El Apocalipsis : un universo de color. Del 
texto a la imagen (i). El negro : color significado, color representado. apocolor (mpfi21lg). 
Sirva esta nota de agradecimiento a los revisores por sus valiosas sugerencias y co-
mentarios. 
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